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Before proceeding with new stuff please be warned about the manner by which I raised my 
dodger.  I used standard wall (0.049”) 7/8” stainless steel tubing to make internal sleeves for the 
extensions to the main bow of the dodger.  On Memorial Day outside of Barnegat Inlet ( my bad 
for trusting NOAA) we took an unusually large wave (rogue ?) that washed solid water over the 
deck and cabin into the cockpit.  The force of the water broke 12  lift-a-dot studs, tore out seven 
lift-a-dot sockets, tore out the Sunbrella binding along the bottom and bent the bow at my 
junctions where I extended the dodger frame  Poor Pat was completely “awash” and ended up on 
the opposite of the cockpit from where she was sitting.  My warning here is if you sleeve the 
extensions like I did be sure to use thick-walled 7/8” tubing a minimum of 6” long. 
 

 
This issue we have submissions from 
from William Von Wagoner on 
replacing the water lift muffler 
thumbscrew with a petcock and from 
Bruce Whyte on multiple causes of 
engine “spluttering” and dying.  
With Bruce's write up take special 
note of the location of the engine 
block number (the pic is a 
Westerbeke but the block is the same 
as the Universal 35B).  This is the 
number used by Bruce's mechanic to 
cross-reference and get a Kubota 
head gasket.  I had contacted a local 
Kubota dealer for parts in the past 
and was told I had to have the cross-
referenced part number. Apparently 
parts can be gotten using the block 
number.  I would like to hear of any 
and all experiences with obtaining 
Kubota parts for the Universal.  
Please shoot me an email of your 
successes, or failures in getting parts 
so I can share with our members.	


